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distributed among the   necessitous ministers  of their congregations.
REGENERATION. A Latin word, signifying new birth or being born again. We are taught in the Catechism that a Sacrament is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace given unto us, ordained by CHRIST HIMSELF, as a means whereby we receive the same, and a pledge to assure us thereof. And we are taught also that inward and spiritual grace given to us, which by means of baptism we receive, is "a death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness; for being by nature born in sin and the children of wrath, we are hereby," i. e. by baptism, "made children of grace. Hence the catechism teaches every baptized child to speak of his baptism as that " wherein I was made a member of CHRIST, the child of GOD, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." Hence, in perfect consistency with the catechism, the minister immediately after the administration of this sacrament to a child, addresses the congregation thus : "Seeing now,'dearly beloved brethren, that this child is regenerate, and grafted into the body of CHRIST'S Church, let us give thanks unto ALMIGHTY GOD for these benefits; and with one accord make our prayers unto HIM, that this child may lead the rest of his life according to this beginning." And he returns thanks to our merciful FATHER that it hath pleased HIM "to regenerate this infant with THY HOLY SPIRIT." In the office for the baptism of such as are of riper years, the connexion between baptism and regeneration is as closely observed. To many persons, this doctrine is very offensive. We believe that it is repudiated by all dissenters except the Romish, who, amidst their many errors retain this evangelical truth. As an answer to the objections urged against this Scriptural doctrine, we shall quote the words of the late Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge; we do so because we have seldom seen this truth more briefly vindicated. His friends assert that he was afterwards heterodox on this point, but the following passage is from his works, vol. ii. p. 259.
" In the baptismal service, we thank GOD for having regenerated the baptized infant by his HOLY SPIRIT. Now from hence it appears that in the opinion of our